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beyond words 2024
welcome to

Welcome to Beyond Words 2024! 

Tonight marks the 9th anniversary of Beyond Words, and 
the culmination of our 250th anniversary year – we have 
so much to celebrate – past, present and future.
 
We are fortunate to have Safiya Sinclair, the acclaimed 
author of “How to Say Babylon,” as our keynote speaker. 
Sinclair is a distinguished recipient of the National 
Book Critics Circle Award for Autobiography and 
has been recognized as a finalist for the Kirkus Prize. 
Additionally, she is longlisted for both the Women’s Prize 
in Non-Fiction and the OCM Bocas Prize for Caribbean 
Literature. We look forward to an engaging discussion 
between Ms. Sinclair and HPL Ambassador Duby 
McDowell.

Over the past year of 250th activities, we have reflected, 
danced, celebrated, and honored our years as we 
continuously redefine the urban library experience. We 
are continually reassessing and refining how to meet the 
needs of a diverse and evolving city through new and 
enhanced initiatives, services, and partnerships. It’s the 
active participation and support of the community that 
has made HPL proud to be at the heart of Hartford for the last 250 years, and we are looking 
ahead and planning for the next 250.   
 
Beyond Words would not be possible without the generous support of our sponsors and 
donors. We extend our heartfelt gratitude for their unwavering commitment to HPL and the 
communities we serve. Their support is a testament to the strength of our community and 
the value of our shared mission.

Cordially,

Bridget E. Quinn, President and CEO   	        David S. Barrett, Chair, Board of Directors
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Cel·e·brate [séllə bràyt] - Show happiness that 
something good or special has happened 

The Mandell -Braunstein Families
are pleased to Sponsor the

Hartford Public Library 250th Anniversary
and

beyond words 2024
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At Travelers, a culture of involvement  
and spirit of unity inspire us to celebrate 
the communities around us. 

travelers.com/community

The Travelers Indemnity Company and its property casualty affiliates. One Tower Square, 
Hartford, CT 06183

© 2024 The Travelers Indemnity Company. All rights reserved. Travelers and the Travelers 
Umbrella logo are registered trademarks of The Travelers Indemnity Company in the U.S.  
and other countries. M-18625-2 Rev. 10-24

Commitment

Working together.  
Stronger together.
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sponsors
beyond words 2024

PRESENTING

250TH
ANNIVERSARY

LIBRARY

BOOK

NOVEL

POETRY

Rick & Beth Costello
Phyllis Shikora & Doug Cohen

Margaret Sullivan 
Studio

PATRON
TABLE

Sara & Edward Lashetski

CHAPTER
Floyd W. Green, III
Santirocco Family and Tyler 
Martin Foundation
Donna and Sam Stout

TABLE
Carlos Galdamez
Cate Grady-Benson
Nancy Macy and Robert Painter
Margaret & Robert Patricelli (2)

Bridget E. Quinn
Gilda Roncari
Gerri and Tim Sullivan
Tyrone V. Walker
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individual sponsors and donors
beyond words 2024

As of October 30, 2024

HPL Ambassadors, 
Beyond Words 2023

PATRON TICKETS
Janneth Achury
Bank of America (3)
Michele Maccarone Brophy
Ted Carroll
Catherine and Terry D’Italia (2)
Karl R. Fisher
Mary-Jane Foster

Bradley Harper
Brenda J. Miller
Hon. Daniel A. and Dr. Rebecca A. Morris (2)
Pamela and Peter Sobering (2)
Sally and Allan Taylor (2)
Vincent Thompson

DONORS
Elizabeth and Leonard Banco
Amy and Michael Barron
Russell and Carla Blair
Beth and Rick Costello
Andrew Diaz-Matos and Josye Utick
Mary-Louise Diaz-Matos
Judy Dworin and Blu Lambert
Ida and Jerry Franklin
Gina Federico and Kevin Stackow
Sandra Fromson
Austra Gaige
Judith Goodwin Pott
Bradley Harper and Scott Walter
Mary and Robert LaPorte

Michelle and Rick Milczanowski
Leah and Stewart Murchie
Sarah and Jim Needham
Jenny Minton Quigley and Dan Quigley
Thomas Ritter and Christine Keller
Gilda and David Roncari
Julia Rosenblum and Leonard Felson
Phyllis Shikora and Douglas A. Cohen
Robert and Sharon Smith
Sandra and Andrew Stern
Gerri and Tim Sullivan
Marilyn Parkinson Thrall and Roger Thrall
Marie Denise Voltaire
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beyond words 2023
photos from
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TSKP STUDIO proudly supports 
HPL’s Beyond Words 2024

(860) 547-1970
tskp.com 

Hartford Public Library 
for celebrating 250 years 
of knowledge, connection 

& growth.

Congratulations 
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beyond words committee
thank you to our

Sarah G. Needham
SPONSORSHIP CHAIR

Meryl Braunstein
Cate D’Italia
Jennifer DiBella
Karen Fitzgerald
Ruth Fitzgerald
Cate Grady-Benson
Marion Griffin
Sara Lashetski

Lois Lewis
Nancy Macy
Joyce Mandell
Duby McDowell
Jenny Quigley
Phyllis Shikora
Donna Stout
Midge Tilney
Robyne Watkin-Anson

Hats Off
TO THE STAFF
AT HARTFORD

PUBLIC LIBRARY

Thank you for your knowledge,
dedication, and warmth.

- Donna & Sam Stout -
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250YRS
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thanks tonight’s author
beyond words 2024

We would like to welcome Safiya 
Sinclair to Hartford Public Library’s 
Beyond Words and thank HPL 
Ambassador Duby McDowell for 
talking with Safiya onstage tonight!
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hartford.uconn.edu

THE HEART OF 
CONNECTICUT’S  

CAPITAL CITY

A federally designated Minority Serving 
Institution that emphasizes equity, justice, 

and community collaboration, UConn 
Hartford is proud to partner with local 
institutions including Hartford Public 

Library to engage our students, enhance 
the lives of Hartford citizens, and uplift the 

neighborhood and city we call home.

a partnership between HPL and UCONN
AI Odyssey at Albany



15

Serving the neighborhoods 
where we work and live.

Eversource.com

We are proud to support this year’s Beyond Words fundraiser,

benefiting the Hartford Public Library and celebrating their 

critical role in our community.
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Hartford Hospital, 

Trinity College, 

and 

SINA 

are proud to support

Hartford Public Library

Photos of SINA’s 2024 REACH Book Author 
Contest Awards Ceremony in partnership with  

Park Branch @ the Lyric 

In Partnership with Connecticut Children’s,  
Hartford Hospital, and Trinity College

www.sinainc.org
www.hartfordhosp.org www.trincoll.edu
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PROUD SUPPORTER OF THE
HARTFORD PUBLIC LIBRARY

Employee Owned   Community Invested
200 Stanley Street, New Britain, CT 06051 | 860.229.3755

www.downesco.com

●
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Please join

The Caroline M. Hewins
Legacy Society

Contact

Gilda Roncari
Director of Donor Relations

groncari@hplct.org
860-695-6296

860-986-2929 cell

Help Hartford 
Public Library

thrive for another 
250 years. 
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P U B L I C  S E R V I C E
R E T U R N S  T O  O U R

D O W N T O W N  L I B R A R Y !

WELCOME BACK

Join us at 500 Main Street at 11:00 a.m. on

Wednesday, November 20, to celebrate the reopening

of the Downtown Library. Doors will open to the public

immediately following the ribbon cutting.

Downtown Library Hours Starting 11.21.24

Mon. - Thurs.

Friday

Saturday

9:30 a.m. - 6:00 p.m.
9:30 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
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leadership
hartford public library

LEADERSHIP TEAM
Bridget E. Quinn
PRESIDENT AND CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER  

Gwen Cannon
DIRECTOR OF HUMAN RESOURCES

Leticia Cotto 
CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER 

Gina Federico
DIRECTOR OF CORPORATE & FOUNDATION 
RELATIONS

Marie Jarry
CHIEF OPERATING OFFICER

Brenda Miller
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CULTURE AND 
COMMUNICATIONS 

Homa Naficy
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, THE AMERICAN PLACE 

Gilda Roncari 
DIRECTOR OF DONOR RELATIONS 

Mary T. Tzambazakis
CHIEF FINANCIAL OFFICER AND LEGAL 
COUNSEL

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
David S. Barrett, Chair
Karen Taylor, Vice Chair
Rick Costello, Treasurer
Steven M. Harris, Secretary
Andrew Diaz-Matos
Carlos Galdamez
Floyd W. Green, III
Suzanne M. Hopgood
Sara Lashetski
Patsy L. Mundy
Sarah G. Needham
Daniel P. O’Shea, Jr.
Mark Overmyer-Velázquez
Margaret Sweetland Patricelli
Phyllis Shikora 
Timothy J. Sullivan, Jr.
Tyrone V. Walker
Hon. Arunan Arulampalam, Mayor, Ex 

Officio
Gregory C. Davis, Director Emeritus
Geraldine Sullivan, Director Emeritus
Bridget E. Quinn, President & CEO

Ana G. Alfaro
Aura Alvarado
John F. Alves Jr.
Kristina Baldwin
Amy M. Barron
Mubera Bećirović
Jamey Bell
Shelley Best
Russell Blair
Louise Blalock
Catherine Blinder
Meryl Braunstein
Kathleen Bromage
William M. Brown
Joe D. Calafiore
Becca Carroll
Jo Champlin Casey
Barbara Chatfield
Kristen M. Clark
Susan B. Clemow
Julio Concepcion
Mark Contreras
Bill Costen
Mary B. Coursey
Mally Cox-Chapman
Charmaine Craig
Andrew Daly
Suzette DeBeatham-

Brown
Jennifer DiBella
Marc A. DiBella
Jessica Dickens
Catherine C. D’Italia
Terry M. D’Italia
Kevin Dix
Anne Melissa Dowling
Benjamin Dubow
Judy Dworin
Carlos Espinosa
Karen Fitzgerald
Ruth Fitzgerald
Jerry Franklin
Rhona C. Free
Tammy Freeberg
Sharron Freeman
Sandra Fromson
Brian Gallagher
Marilda Gándara
Joe Gianni

Aaron Gill
Cate Grady-Benson
Hannah Granfield-Horton
Constance Belton Green
Marion Griffin
Liz Gruber
Violette O. Haldane
Carrie Hammond
Bradley Harper
Duncan Harris
Howard Hill
Jennie Hirsch
Abigail Jewett
Edward C. Keith III
Deborah Kritzman
Mary LaPorte
Courtney Larkin
Barry Lastra
Cynthia Laurencin
Joseph F. Lea
Lois F. Lewis
Nancy Macy
Jane Macy-Painter
Joyce Mandell
Nelba Márquez-Greene
Katherine Martin
Gilberto Martinez
Antonio J. Matta
Duby McDowell
Thea Montañez
Christopher Montross
Pamela Morrison-Wolf
Brenda Mulero
Shannon Mumley
Leah T. Murchie
Nina A. Musumeci
TJ Noel-Sullivan
Jeanna Grimes Ogbar
Cheryl Ann O’Meara
Kate Pacelle

Brewster Perkins
Sharon Pope
Jenny Minton Quigley
Tisa Rabun-Marshall
Enid M. Rey
Belle K. Ribicoff
Cynthia Rider
Jason Rojas
Nellie Uccello Romaine =
Janice Rossetti
Marilyn E. Rossetti
Katie Russo
Kim Schwarz
Constanza Segovia
Marc Shafer
John Simoneau
Robert H. Smith Jr.
Sharon W. Smith
Mark Socha
Tara Spain
Donna M. Stout
Bethany Sullivan
Gerri P. Sullivan
Timothy J. Sullivan Sr.
Deidre M. Tavera
Rachel Taylor
Charles A. Teale Sr.
Carla Ten Eyck
Midge Tilney
Josye Utick
Robyne Watkin-Anson
Olivia S. White
Shawn T. Wooden
Andrew Woods
Hyacinth M. Yennie
Joseph Young
Robin Zaleski
= Deceased

HPL AMBASSADORS

2024 Ambassador 
of Distinction

Bradley Harper



22

1774–2024
celebrating 250 years
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COMMUNITY.  
IT’S MORE THAN 
JUST WHERE  
WE WORK.

Helping people achieve all that they can is at the heart of what we do at The Hartford every day.  
And we’re proud to be a part of the Hartford Public Library Beyond Words 2024 and stand behind  
our local communities.

TheHartford.com

The Hartford Financial Services Group, Inc. (NYSE: HIG) operates through its subsidiaries, under the brand name, The Hartford, and is headquartered in Hartford, Connecticut.  24-EX-2659111 © October 2024 The Hartford
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beyond words
2024

Please donate!
Your donation makes our  

community a better place!

500 Main Street
Hartford, CT 06103


